
	 	A New Era at 809

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I l l i n o i s  Fa r m H o u s e

FarmStead
Spring 2011

Safety
First:

When you recall 
your days at 
the University 
of Illinois, what 
images immediately come 
to mind? Is it crisp fall 
days and football games, a 
snow covered Alma Mater 
welcoming her children to 
campus, or the flowering trees 
of spring and the anticipation of 
Spring Break? 

If you had to choose just one place 
that best represented your years at 
Illinois, what would it be? What one 

place was the center of 
your Illinois universe?  

Where did you have the 
most memorable experiences 
of your college days? Where 
did you meet the people that 

shaped your life and made you 
who you are today? Where did 
you laugh with friends, agonize 

over exams and build your future? 





4

Farmhouse Fraternity

Capital Campaign Steering Committee



6

Farmhouse Fraternity
Second Floor
An informal living room space 
will be added in order to provide 
members space to socialize and 
watch television, complete with a 
new exit door to the new stairway 
tower.

A new exterior deck will be built 
over the existing flat roof area, 
accessible from the informal living 
room via two sets of french doors.  
Along the perimeter, existing 
masonry walls will be extended 
to guardrail height to meet code 
requirements.

Third Floor
A new exit door will be added to 
the east wall to connect the third 
floor with the stair tower.

Lower Level
A new exit door will be added to 
the east wall to connect the lower 
level with the stair tower.
Several new columns will be added 
in order to carry upper level floor 
loads to new footings.

Energy Efficiency Improvements
The light fixtures in the current 
living room will be relocated as 
required.

New energy efficient lighting will 
be provided in all remodeled areas, 
including receptacles.

Plumbing, HVAC and electrical 
remodeling of existing systems as 
required.

Our architect is committed to all 
work being completed over the 
Summer of 2012, thus avoiding the 

inconvenience and expense of closing 
the house during the school year.

In its current state, 809 W. 
Pennsylvania is no longer 
competitive with housing 
alternatives on campus and is 
deficient for recruiting many 
potential members. (Alpha Gamma 
Rho completed a $2.75 million 
dollar renovation 10 years ago.)  In 
other words, this Builder of Men 
needs a better building!  

Today, we ask you to honor your 
commitment to the brotherhood 
of FarmHouse by pledging your 
monetary support for our Phase 
I campaign. Every current 
undergraduate member of 
FarmHouse has already committed 
to this campaign.  

Now it’s your turn!
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Tax-deductible Considerations
	 Currently, there are two organizations that are working with us to achieve our goal, the 
Society for the Preservation of Greek Housing (SPGH) and the national FarmHouse Foundation, 
through the Illinois Building Fund.  Three Illinois FarmHouse members serve on the Board of 
Directors of these organizations; Willard Broom for the SPGH and Michael Fayhee and Gary 
Ludwig for FarmHouse Foundation.  
	 In order for contributions to be tax deductible, they must be made to a qualified tax-
exempt 501(c)(3) organization, and the funds must be used for educational purposes as 
defined by the Internal Revenue Service.  Both the national FarmHouse Foundation and the 
SPGH qualify as tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organizations.  The Illinois FarmHouse Association is 
NOT a tax-exempt organization, which means that contributions are not tax-deductible as 
defined by the Internal Revenue Service.  However, funds given to the association will give 
us the most flexibility in applying them to the project.
	 Therefore, if you do not itemize deductions when you file your annual income tax report 
or if you receive minimal benefit from a tax deductible charitable contribution, we request 
that payments be made to the Illinois FarmHouse Association. If you intend to claim a tax 
deductible charitable contribution, then the contributions should be made to either the 
FarmHouse Foundation or the SPGH, with a comment in the memo line that it is for the Illinois 
FarmHouse Building Fund.
	 The SPGH was formed at the U of I to aid in the preservation of historically and architecturally 
significant Greek houses, to work to have additional houses listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places, to fund historical research/writing projects, and to conduct educational open 
houses and seminars to educate the public about these Greek-affiliated structures. 

To aid in preservation and rehabilitation of the chapter houses, the Society will provide grants 
for:

•  Health and safety code requirements that do not result in the loss of character 

•  Major structural rehabilitation or restoration 

•  Exterior rehabilitation or restoration 

•  Interior rehabilitation or restoration  

	 All donations made to the Society may be deducted as provided in Section 170 of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986.  Direct gifts of appreciated securities, beneficiary designations 
under wills and/or living trusts, and other similar gifts are welcome. Bequests, legacies, 
devises, transfers, or gifts to the Society are deductible for Federal estate and gift tax purposes 
if they meet the applicable provisions of sections 2055, 2106, and 2522 of the Code.
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